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Series Goal — To motivate young adults to live a life of consecration, wisdom, and influence in the midst 
of their generation.

Big Idea — Today’s postmodern generation is living in a day unlike any other. They are part of a culture that 
is anti-Christ and whose morals are constantly fading. This Link247 series is designed to give young adults the 
tools to stand out in their generation, becoming leaders and influencers for Christ among so many followers.

• Lesson 1 — No Thanks, Just Vegetables
To stand out in your generation you must be willing to do what no one else is doing.

• Lesson 2 — Wisdom that Google Cannot Provide
To stand out in your generation you must be willing to seek wisdom, not only information.

• Lesson 3 — I Am a Pretty Big Deal . . . On Facebook 
To stand out in your generation you must recognize the power of your influence.

• Lesson 4 — We Will Not Bow 
To stand out in your generation you must be willing to stand when the crowd bows.

www.link247.org

Editor in Chief
Robin Johnston

Associate Editor
P. Daniel Buford

Field Editor
David Molina

Designer
Trey Kiessling

—hyphen

SAMPLE



©2013 UPCI. All Rights Reserved 2www.link247.org

WEEK 2 - Wisdom That Google 
Cannot Provide

BIBLICAL PASSAGE
Proverbs 4:7; Daniel 1:17-20

BOTTOM LINE
To stand out in your generation 
you must be willing to seek 
wisdom, not only information.
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Series Big Idea
Today’s postmodern generation is living in a day unlike any other. They are part of 
a culture that is anti-Christ and whose morals are constantly fading. This Link247 
series is designed to give young adults the tools to stand out in their generation, 
becoming leaders and influencers for Christ among so many followers.SAMPLE
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LESSON MAP
Each LINK247 lesson follows the same lesson map. This map is designed to help you connect students 
with biblical truth. Each lesson has options to help you tailor the lesson to best fit the group you are 
teaching. Listed below are the elements in each LINK247 lesson.
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INTERSECT
Then provide practical applications for students to 
apply the truth in their everyday lives.

LAUNCH
Begin by choosing a Launch option that will connect 
with the group of students you are teaching.

UNLOCK
Next, using the outline provided, walk through the 
Bible with the students.

ARRIVE
To end, conclude the message by choosing one or 
more of the Arrive options.
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LESSON OUTLINE
1. LAUNCH

A. Option 1 — Define Wisdom versus Knowledge
B. Option 2 — Object Lesson

A. Proverbs 4:7; Daniel 1:17-20
B. Wisdom is valuable
C. Knowledge ≠ Wisdom

2. UNLOCK

—hyphen

3. INTERSECT
A. Wisdom that Google cannot provide
B. Get wisdom

A. Option 1 — Prayer
B. Option 2 — Group Discussion Questions
C. Option 3 — Church Participation

4. ARRIVESAMPLE



1
LAUNCH
Begin by choosing a Launch option that will connect
with the group of students you are teaching.
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A. Option 1 — Define Wisdom versus Knowledge
1. What is the difference between wisdom and knowledge? 
2. Where can you get wisdom; where can you get knowledge?

B. Option 2 — Object Lesson
1. Present an encyclopedia volume to the group. 

a) Who is familiar with this item? Have you used one before? 
b) Do you still use one? 
c) How has the acquisition of information changed because of technology?

2. As knowledge increases . . .
a) Russell Bertrand offered an interesting observation about the current information age 

and the members of this generation when he said “Most people would agree that, al-
though our age far surpasses all previous ages in knowledge, there has been no correla-
tive increase in wisdom.”

b) This generation has vastly greater access to information than ever before, but is no wiser.
c) In fact, we have young adults unfamiliar with how to use this wealth of information to 

make wise decisions. 
d) T. S. Elliot, the great poet, once penned the questions that are exampled in this genera-

tion, “Where is the wisdom we have lost in knowledge? Where is the knowledge we have 
lost in information?”

3. Let me Google that.
a) We are members of an information-saturated society. 

(1) Google is selling information wholesale with on-demand access to topics rang-
ing from quantum physics to social revolutions to detailed historical data—any-
time, anyplace. 

(2) Technological advancements have placed information and knowledge at our 
fingertips. 

(3) Our phones have greater access to more information than the average household 
with a complete set of Encyclopedia Britannica. 

b) But what Cha-Cha can’t text you and what Wikipedia’s community of authors can’t give 
you is wisdom. Do you feel overall that your generation is wise or possesses wisdom?

SAMPLE
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4. Daniel and those boys
a) As we learned in the first lesson, Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah stood out in 

their generation because they were willing to consecrate themselves to God, doing a hard 
thing, something that no one else in their generation was willing to do. 

b) They were also noted as being found ten times wiser than the rest of their generation. 
Not only were they consecrated to God, but they were also wise; not just knowledgeable, 
but wise. (See Daniel 1:19-20.)

c) Knowledge is merely having clarity of facts and truths while wisdom is the practical ability 
to make consistently good decisions in life (Diffen.com).

SAMPLE
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2
UNLOCK
Next, using the outline provided, walk through
the Bible with the students.

A. Proverbs 4:7; Daniel 1:17-20 

B. Wisdom is valuable
1. Every one of those young adults received the same education and had access to the same in-

formation, but these four Hebrews had an incredible ability to apply the knowledge they had 
learned and to make wiser choices than their peers. 

2. This was something the king valued; in fact no other council was found to be greater even by 
a fraction. 

3. Solomon, the author of much of the Book of Proverbs, was a wise man, and he understood the 
value of wisdom. 

4. It was so valuable in fact that in Proverbs 4:7 he wrote, “Wisdom is the principal thing; there-
fore get wisdom: and with all thy getting get understanding.” 

5. Before you apply yourself to any other skill or endeavor to garner wealth or influence, get wis-
dom! A wise man will know how to manage those things before they ever are attained.

C. Knowledge ≠ Wisdom
1. Being educated, knowledgeable, and a consumer of information did not make them wise.
2. We read in verse 17 that God gave them the skill required to become wise. 
3. In an entire generation of young adults, the ones closest to God were the wisest and most 

influential.
a) It was not those with the most education or business savvy.
b) It was not those who had accumulated riches.
c) The wisest in the land were those who stood for God. 

4. They were not just considered wise by other followers of Jehovah, but even the secular world 
of their day found them to be ten times wiser than any others.SAMPLE
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3
INTERSECT
Then provide practical applications for students to
apply the truth in their everyday lives.

A. Wisdom that Google cannot provide
1. As young adults we are faced daily with decisions that are life changing and long lasting.
2. There are decisions that information alone from Google and Lifehacks cannot help us make. 
3. We need wisdom in these decisions.

B. Get wisdom
1. Your experiences

a) When faced with a decision, many times we can apply wisdom from experiences that we 
have endured before. 

b) That wisdom can come from an experience of success or even an experience of failure.
c) Learn from your mistakes, and don’t make the same mistakes twice. 

2. What are some experiences that have given you wisdom for future descisions?
3. The experiences of others

a) While failures and success can be some of our greatest teachers, sometimes it is better to 
learn from other’s successes and failures. 

b) Mentors and other leaders in our lives are an excellent source of wise counsel for our lives. 
Seek out counsel when making life decisions.

c) Be careful with whom you counsel. The trend for a generation that puts so much emphasis 
on living in community is to counsel among their peers. 

d) While your peers may be knowledgeable, informed, and can provide nuggets of wisdom, 
don’t forget they are at the same place of life you are, and are struggling with the same 
decisions.

e) It is easier for them to tell you what you want to hear than to be objective and provide you 
with points of concern. 

f) Your peers are an excellent source of support and many are making wise decisions, but be 
careful to weigh the source; this even includes counsel from individuals who are older. 

g) The story of Rehoboam illustrates the downfall of a king who chose to seek counsel among 
his peers rather than the seasoned elders.

h) Age does not equal wisdom, and unwise decisions can be made at any age. Seek out coun-
sel from individuals who have accomplished what you desire to attain.

i) Seeking counsel from elders creates an opportunity to collaborate with other generations, 
fostering multigenerational relationships.

j) Do you seek counsel from peers or elders more frequently? Why do you choose to seek 
counsel from that group over the other?
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4. From God
a) For these Hebrew young adults, wisdom came from God. 
b) As humans we are apt to make decisions based on emotion and perceived outcomes, with 

too few being made following God’s counsel. 
c) God is the source of wise decisions, yet it is easy to leave Him out of the process.
d) Decisions like purchasing a car, choosing a college, and investing in a relationship are bet-

ter made when tempered with prayer.
e) Many of our day-to-day decisions can be better made when we filter those decisions 

through the Holy Spirit and the Word of God. If a decision’s outcome is contrary to either 
of those then we should decide a different way. 

f) Major decisions as well should be approached with time, an open mind, and a heart that 
has sought God’s counsel.

5. How often do you ask God for wisdom when making a decision? Is prayer an important part 
of the process for you?
a) God = Wisdom.
b) The four Hebrew young adults had wisdom beyond their peers because they stood for 

God and counseled with Him, not because they were informed, educated, and skilled; 
everybody was.

c) They stood out because God gifted them as thy obeyed Him.
d) You will stand out as wise in your generation as well because you approach your decisions 

having found godly counsel in your experiences, other’s experiences, and your connection 
to God.

SAMPLE



©2013 UPCI. All Rights Reserved 10www.link247.org

—hyphen

4 ARRIVE
To end, conclude the message by choosing one or 
more of the Arrive options.

A. Option 1 — Prayer
1. Close in prayer asking God to give us wisdom in the decisions that we are about to make, because 

they have lasting impact. 
2. Ask a young adult to lead the prayer.

B. Option 2 — Group Discussion Questions
Break up into groups.

1. What are some soon upcoming decisions in your life that you definitely have to get right?
2. What do you do before you make an important decision? 
3. Do you seek out counsel? 
4. How can the church support young adults as they make important decisions and continue 

to serve God.

C. Option 3 — Church Participation
1. As young adults you are making perhaps your life’s most critical decisions right now. You will 

need wisdom beyond what Google can provide. 
2. Bring in selected lay-leaders who are willing and capable to offer wise counsel to students in 

areas of finance, relationships, education, and business. Connect students with needs to these 
wisdom givers.
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